We e frequeh%ly‘ésked to interpret

Mountain Modern. But in this case, the

meadow dictated everything proportion,
height, even the color of the materials. It

needed to feel low and human, not overly heroic.

Gretchen Wagner, Architect, scape design




n a broad subalpine meadow north

of Sun Valley, a low-slung modern
home settles quietly into the land, sur-
rounded by treed hillsides and framed by
the Boulder Mountains with a long view of
Durrance Peak. The home doesn t feel built
but rather revealed, as though its always
been there, waiting among the golden grass.

The project began with a simple directive:
to let the site lead.

The meadow is the muse, Gretchen Wag-
ner, the scape design studio architect,
says. Onour rstvisit, the tall grasses had
turned amber and swayed gently in the
breeze. There was a stillness to it a calm
that made you aware of how small you
were against those mountains. We wanted
to feel that even once the house was built.

We re frequently asked to interpret Mountain
Modern, Wagner says. But in this case, the
meadow dictated everything proportion,
height, even the color of the materials. It need-
ed to feel low and human, not overly heroic.

For Wagner, the design interprets Mountain
Modern through restraint. The single-story
structure rests on a cantilevered concrete
base that anchors the home but rests lightly
on the land. A rhythm of floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, heated concrete floors, and warm cy-
press ceilings create a seamless connection
between inside and out.

The homes quiet con dence emerged
through collaboration between Wagner, the
owners, and their contractor, Paul Conrad
of Conrad Brothers Construction, who was
brought in early to help shape the build.

It s by far the best way to build a relation-
ship and ahome, Conrad says. We worked
closely from the beginning to ne-tune con-
structability and design details everything
from framing to nish details.

Conrad recalls the meticulous attention to de-
tail, such as the number of iterations it took to
get the stonework just right. The nuance of
detail is critical to the outcome, he says. From
the stone material itself to the layup and then
the grout detail and color. These all greatly af-
fect the look and feel and need to be just right.

That attention to material is visible throughout.
The homes gabled stone ends, a custom mix
of lighter and darker cobbled limestone, act as
solid bookends to the triple-pane windows be-
tween them, serving as a mostly windowless
foil to the more articulated spaces, Wagner says.















